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Set DA Ad Hoc Fee-Garon 


Bethel's Attorney Asks] 
-for Figure in Advance 

A defense attorney Monday 
asked a Criminal District Court 
judge for an advance determi- 
nation of the fee- to be- paid to 
the district attorney ad hoc ap- 
pointed to prosecute- Thomas 
Bethel, former aide to DA Jim 
Garrison. 

;£ Judge Matthew S. Braniff 
ordered the recusal of Garrison 
in the prosecution of his former 
employe on April 8 and appoint- 
®. attorney Robert J. Zibilich 
; district attorney ad hide. 

"Bethel’s attorney, Herbert J. 

: Garon, formally requested Mon- 

■ (fay that Zibilich’s fee be set in 
; advance to make sure that 
; Garrison’s influence is 1 coin- 
; gletely separate from Zibilich’s 

prosecution. 

; -2 ' FINE, FEES' FUNDS 
j The DA ad hoc (Zibilich) | 

■ will ultimately be paid for serv- 


this case out 
of fine and fees with approval 
of the DA (Garrison) on motion 
submitted to the court for its 
further approval and judg- 
ment,” Garon’s motion alleged. 

It continued: “In view of the 
present DA’s power and discre- 
tion to act upon the request of 
the DA ad hoc for a fee for his 
services herein and in order to 
completely separate and . di- 
vorce the influences and per- 
sonal interests, of the DA, Jim 
Garrison, in this cause, from 
prosecution by the DA ad hoc, 
who would be dependant upon 
Jim Garrison for approval of 
his fee, it is therefore suggest- 
ed by mover that the amount 
of the fee of DA ad hoc be set 
in advance.” 

The motion would order Gar- 
rison into court to show cause 
I why the fee should not be set in 
advance. 

I However, there seemed to be 
some question as to whether 
Garrison, actual DA, or Zibi- 
lich, DA ad hoc, should show 
cause .in, this case. 

Judge Br aniff directed Garon 
to file a memorandum on ” 


In another phase of the case, 
Zibilich informed the defense 
that the state has no written 
statements and-or admissions 
made by and signed by Bethel 
which will be used in the trial. 

Zibilich said the state is not 


required to furnish any oral 
| statements; 

Zibilich also revealed that the j 
state alleges that Bethel took 
| trial memorandum and outline 
iof testimony in the Clay Shaw 
case from Garrison’s office be- 
| tween Aug. 1 and Aug, 31, 1968. 

The latter information was in 
response to a defense demand 
for more specific facts about the 
charge against Bethel. 

Bethel was charged with un- 
authorized use of moveables 
after Shaw was acquitted on 
March 1 of a charge of con- 
spiring to kill President John F. 
Kennedy. 

TRANSCRIBED, CLAIM 

Garrison charged that Bethel, 
former London school teacher 
who became a researcher for 
the DA, made the contents of 
the secret trial memorandum 
and outline of statements by 
state’s witnesses available to 
Shaw’s attorneys. 

Zibilich also said the state is 
alleging that Bethel used and 
transcribed the trial memo and 
outline during the same time 
period. 

However, Zibilich -maintained 
that the state is hot required to 
[answer the following defense 
queries: Were the memo and 
outline returned, to the DA’s of- 
fice, and when, and by whom? 
Describe the trial memo and| 
outline with more particularity. 
State the name of the author of | 
the memorandum and outline. 



